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moſt Noble Defence 


ONS, as it hath been the 
Miracle of the Age, and 
Wonder of , its Enemies 
(for unparalled Courage 

1nd Reſolution) ought now to be the 

Work of each Ingenious Writer, and 

Diſcourſe of every Martial Man. Fame 

hasalready-ſpake ſufficient inthe praife 

ofthat undaunted City, whoſe Actions 

[now mean to paxticularize. 

But before I enter upon the particu- 

tes of the Siege, I ſhall give the Reader 

an Account of the Province of Faxault, 
and ſeituation of Mons. FTanault is fo 


through 4t. It is the chief of the Wal- 
hon Provinces, it bordercth on the 
North with Brabant and Flanders, .be- 
longing to the King of Spain, on the 
Sth with Champain and Piccardy, two 
Provinces belonging to the French, on 
the Eaſt 5 Province of Namur, 
q and on the Weſt with the Shed, and 
part of Flanders Gallican. It 1s twenty 
Leagues long, and ſixteen broad ; the 
Air is wlrollome, and the Soil good, 
by reaſon that the Country is watered 
with many Rivers, as the Sche/d, the 
Sambre, the Tender, and many othcr 
{mall Rivulets: There are allo in it 
many Lakes, Marthes, Pons, Pools, 


| named of the River Zayne, which runs 
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Fountains, goodly Woods and pleaſant 
Foreſts. It aboundeth with fragrant 
aid fair Paſtyres'and Meadows tor. all 
kind of Cattle, with' good Fruits anc! 
profitable Trees, and is repleniſhed wit!z 
great plenty of good Corn. In tome 
part 'of- it are: frou-Mines, Lead, and - 
Quarries of Stone, for all kind of Buil- 
dings, with great Store of Whzte-lime 
and Coal. gs 

In this Country are Twenty Feur 
Walled Towns; namely, Mons, YValen- 
ciennes, Bouchain, Queſnoy, Conat, Lan- 
dreſſy, Ameſues, Chimay, Mariemburg, 
Segny, Brain le Compte, Eughien, Halle, 
Lefſme, Cheure, Ath, St. Guiſline, and 
Leaze, There are -alſo 950 Villages, 
with* many - Caſtles and Signtories. 
Many of the Villages are great and 
fair, and have Titles of Honour annex- 
cd,to them ; as, Pequicourt, Fontayn, 
Laling, Montigny, Antgnig, Barlamon, 
Barbasſon, gimeries, and many others. 

The City of MO NS, or Berghen, 
receives its Name from its Scituat:on, 
which latter, in their Language, ſign!- . 
fics a Mountain or Hill; bur the riſe 
of the Earth there is fo gentie, as it can- 
not be ſaid to be Mountainous. 

The City is ſtrong, as well by natu- 
ral Scituation, as the mutual Induſtry 
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of Fortifications. It is cut through on 
the lower fide by a little Rivuler called 
7rulla, which as ſoon as it goes out of 
it, falls into another ſomewhat bigger, 
called Z7ayne, which crotling through 
the Province, before it be gotten quite 
out, falls into the Schel4; and on rhis 
de is a Moras, the Earth here being 
very Spungy : Ir's Fortified likewiſe 
round about with ſtrong and excellent 
Walls, Turrets, and Gates ; to which 
arc joyned many Regular Works, ac- 
cording, to the Modern way, as Horn- 
works, Half- Moons, Counterſcarps, 
Baſtions, Redoubts, &c. there are like- 
wiſe three large deep Ditches or Moars, 
with a ſtrong Caſtle or Cittadel, very 
good Ramparts, and a River running 
by the Fortifications. 

' The Buildings of the City, both pri- 
vate and publick, were -very fair and 


beautiful; here is the noble Nunn 
of St. Valdrade ; their Churches Are 
Builr after the Ancient manner of 4;. 
chitecture, with ſumptuous Arche; 
anc goodly Pillars of Marble and Par. 
phyry ; the Stad? Herſe or Town-Hgl 
is of excellent Workmanſhip, 
City was furpriſed by the French Hy. 
gonets in the Year 1572. who got ig 
great quantities of Arms in Fatts, under 
pretence of Merchandize; and haying 
ſeiz'd on the Gates, they let inthe A. 
my of Count Lodowick of Naſſau, Bro: 
ther to a William Prince of Orange, bt 
it was ſoon after retaken for the Ki 
of Spain, by the Duke of Alva. The 
Prince' # Bergh, who was the late Go 
vernor, has his Title from the Plz 
and moſt, or all his Eſtate lies in the 


Proyince, he is related to the Houlg of 


Naſſau. 


He French King having had a long- 

ing defire to bring.thus Ciry to lus 
SubjeQtion, refolv'd, by an early Cam- 
paign, on the attempting of it tus 
Spring, purſuagt to which Reſolutions, 
he caus'd to be laid up thig laſt Winter 
in Valenciennes, Cambray, and other 
' Frontier Places, vaſt and almoſt Incre- 
dible quantiries.of Hay, Oats, and 0- 
ther Forrage for a nfimerous Army of 
Horſe: And having given Orders to 
his Generals to draw his ' Troops from 
their ſeveral Quarters, as well on the 
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ſide of the Rhine, as in Flanders, fend: 
ing the very Troops of his Houſhold, 
Grand boo? Men. Gens d' Arms, and 
Light Horſe,&c. On the 14 of March, 
New-Stile, the French Army, Com- 
manded by the Duke of Luxenburgh, 
and the Marquis de Boafflers, - Ge, 
direfted their March towards Mons, 
On the 15th, their Cavalry, conſiſting 
of 42 Squadrons, began to Invelt it in 
a formal manner. "lhe 16th and 17th 
was ſpent chiefly in the Marching up 
of the Foot, and the Regular placing 

them 
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them in their ſeveral Poſts. On the 
18th the Marquis de Boufflers ſent a 
Summons to rhe Prince de Bergue, to 
Surrender the Town on Honourable 
Conditions, telling him, The King, the 
Dauphine, and all the flower of France 
would be there to oblige hins to it + But 
the Prince rejefted his Propofals, tel- 
Ing him, 7hat he was glad to hear that 
ſogreat a King would be there in Per- 


' ſen, to be witneſs of the Gallant and Brave 


Defence he was refolved to make At the 
fame time, as well Burghers as Regular 
Troops, with an unanimous Voice and 
undaunted Reſolutions, reſolved to de- 
fend it to the utmoſt of their Lives and 
Fortunes; which Anſwers, not ſuiting 
with the French deſire, nor the hopes 
they had of an carly Surrender, made 
them prepare for Aion. This Even- 


ng the Garriſon made a Sally on the 


Enemy, with 1800' young Men of the 
Town on Foot, and Four Squadrons 
of Horſe and Dragoons, Commanded 
by Colonel Harcourt ; and in this Actt- 
en they cut off 500 of the Frexch. 
The 19th the French began to work 
on their Line of Circumvallation, hav- 
ng forced in near 20000 Boors or 
Country People that Inhabit in the 
Neighbourhood of Mons, imploying 
them as well in working on their Lines, 
&diging drams for the Marſhes, which 
rende'd the Town inacceflible on the 


CH 


ſide towards France; and for the more 
efteftual draining of the Moras, they 
brought along with chem ney Invented 
Machines, hkewife great Planks for 
their Cannon : They work'd very hard 
in their Trenches, the 19th, 20th, and 
21/t, On the other ſide, the Garrt- 
ſon was not Idle : On the 20th, the In- 
habitants made a great Fire to deſtroy 
the Blinds of the Enemy : And on Sun- 
day the 21ft, they made a- great Sally 
in order t6 demoliſh a Fortified Mill 
near the Counterſcarp ; in which Acti- 
on 200 French were Killed and Drown- 
ed. On the 224, the French King 
came into*the Camp in Perſon, being 
accompanied with the Davphzn, the 
Duke de Charles, the Prince of Conde, 
Ge. and as the French gave out, That 
the King brought with him Seven Mil 
lions in Gold, to diſtribute among ſuch 
as ſhould fignalize their Valour 1n the 
Siege : It was thought that the 
Trenches would have been opened this 
day, but nor being ready; the French 
King made very little ſtay in the Camp, 
but returned to St. Gu//l1iy, whete he 
has his Quarters ; and rhe Dauphin to 
his Quarters at Maubenge. The French 
King thinking himſelt fo ſure of redu- 
civg the Place immediately, rhat while 
he was in the Camp, he gave the Ge- - 
vernment of it to the Steur de Rubens. 
ton, a Colonel of his Guards, 
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"THe Garriſon of os was Com- 

poſed of 6 Regiments of Dutch, 
2 of Germ.:15, 2 of Walloons, one of 
Spaniards , and 800 Spaniſh Horle 5 
making in all about 6500 Men; and 
the Burghers that bore Arms in the 
Town were about the ſame Number, 
molt of them Diſciplined and well ex- 
perienced Men ; the Garriſon, to pre- 
vent their being incommoded by the 
Enemies Bombs, immediately applyed 
themſelves to uncover their Houlcs, 
and unpave their Street ; the Regular 
Garriſon had gencrally rhe Command 
of the Out-Works, and the Burghers, 
that of the Ramparts, and in the 
Town the Magazines ; it being their 
own voluntary deſire, and there was 
always a great Harmony and good 
underſtanding between the Burgers 
and the Regular Troops; there was a 
Treaſonable practice diſcovercd in the 
Town to have blown up the great Ma- 
&2zine of Powder, which was yery 
near taking cfie&, the lighted Match 
being found within few Inches of the 
Train, feveral ot the Conſpirators-werec 
ſeized, ( proving to be French Spics ;) 
Bur the Principal who was an Advo- 
cate, and out of: whole Garden the 
\{ine was made, made Is Eſcape to 


the French Army. On the 24th,Cp 
lonel Branaccio, and ſeveral other cop 
ſiderable Officers got into the Town; | 
At.the ſame time the Prince de Beigne, | 
the Governour , ſent'a Gentleman © I' 
the Marquis de Ca/tanaga Governour 
ot Flanders, to Inform him of the State 
and Condition of the Town. . On the 
25th. Monſieur Lovis ſent a Bravady 
Mcſlage to the Magiſtrates and Burg- 
hers of Mons, that in conſideration the 
King had been there in Perſon , for 
every day they held out, they ſhould 
pay One hundred Crowns. 

On the other Hand, A Gentleman 
got into the Town, with a M 
trom the Governourof Flanders,where 
in he acquainted the Magiſtrates and 
Burghers , that they ſhould be freed, 
from Taxes for twenty Years it they 
defended rhe Place till Relief came; 
At a Councel of War in the -Fremd 
Camp, at which were the Famow 
Monſteur Yaubor, and four — 
necrs, they aſſured the Xing that 
ſhould-take the Place in 10 Days, frott 
the time of his Troops firſt appearing 
betore it ; Publick Prayers'were mads 
at Paris, and in all the French Cott 
queſts for the Succeſs ofthe Frendl 
Army at thts Sicge. 
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N the 26:h. about Eleven a Clock 

at Noon, the French opened their 
Trenches with three Battcries, -with 
which they began to play on- the 
Town ; their Lines of Circumvallation 
were. of a vaſt Circuit, extending at 
kaſt four Leagues, their Trenches 
xere eight Foot deep, and twenty two 
Foot broad. In the Afternoon of the 
ame Day , the French began to play 
on the Town, from thrce Batteries, 
one_ near the Gate - of Barlemont , the 
other” betwixt the Gates of Z7avery 
and Nimy ;\ they continued for three 
Days, ſucceſſively,, to Fire very -furi- 
ah. and threw into, the Place: great 
Numbers of . Bombs, many of which 
were of 500 /, weight ; they cantinued 
to Batter the Place with 150 picces of 
Canon, . moſt of which were 48 poun- 
(ers. The French King, at his - Arri- 
ain the Camp on the 22h. took: a 
Review of his Army, which was then 
Increaſed to 48000 Foot, and, 2c000 
torle, without Reckonirſg the Army 


tider the Marſhal de ZJameirs, which 
by 4 Leagues from Aoxs, and conſiſt- 
1 of 20000 Men, being defigncd to 
dferve the Confederates on the Coaſt 
fLifle, *nd, if occaſon' were, td joyn 
be French Arty. The French Bombs 


the firſt and" ſecond days after the 


(ening the Treriches, ſer teveral Hou- 
$00 Hire in the Town ; but by rhe 1n- 
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defatigablc Induſtry of the -Burghers, 
they were ſoon Quenched ; one of 
their firſt Batterzes, by "ip of the 
looineſs of the Earth, in, that 
their Balls could hardly reach the Walls 
of the Citv ; they kept playing from 
Morning till Night, and by Night {et 
forward their Approaches. The Enemy 
on the 27th. made ſeveral Attacks on 
the Outworks , but particularly on a 
Wind-Mill Till, and a Redoubt , 
which ſands near the Suburbs, on the 
River ; but were as often, with great 
Bravery, Repulſed by the Garriſon, 
with the. loſs of 809 Men, among 
which were feveral conſiderable OR 
cers : But, with their fourth Attack in 
the Evening, they *made themfelves 
Maſters of it. But the next Morning 
the Beſicged retook it, who not being 
able to keep it, blew up the M77, and 
retir'd into the Town: In theſe four 
Aſhults the French loſt 2000 Men. 

On Thurſday the 29th, early in the 
Morning , the Enemy made a great 
and. Vigorons Attack upon an Halt- 
Moon, which was"the Outwork that 
cover d the Hornwork that's next the 
Gate of Barlemont, ( on which fide 
chicfly, they Attackt the 'Town,) but 
were, receiv'd by the Befieged, With 
great Reſolution and Bravery ; and at- 
tcr a very ſharpe Diſpute, the French 
were beaten back with a great Slaugh- 
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tcr; and ſoon aſter the Beſieged made 


three very ſucceſsful Sallies; In which, 


and in the Attack the French juſt be- 
fore made on the Horn-work, they 


loſs on the fide of the Befieged; The 
French were likewiſe Fans, to carry 
away above 60 Wagon-Loads of their 
Wounded Men, to the Camp. 


killed above 1200 Men , with little . 
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ON the 30th, the French Troops 
were obſerved to be in a continu- 
al Motion from one ſide of their Camp 
to the other, which plainly diſcover'd 
their uneaſineſs, for tear Relief ſhould 
come to the Town ; the next day they 
ordered a Camp to be Marked out, for 
50000 Choſen Men, Commanded by 
the Dauphin ; at the ſame time they or- 
dered great Numbers of the Boars to 
be employ'd in Cutting down Timber- 
Trees, to be aſliſtant to them, in bar- 
ricading up the coverd Road that 
teads to Bruſſels. April the firſt, the 
Enemies Cannon having, widened the 
Breach in the Halt-Moon, of the Horn- 
work that's next to rhe Gate of Bar- 
lemont, they gave order for the Storm- 
ing of it a third time, which they did 
with 7000 choſen Men, a great- part 
of which were Switzers; and after a 
ſharp Diſpute, wherein they had Kil- 
[:d a great many Men, they carried 
the Fort ;' the Freach had killed and 
wounded in theſe three ſeveral Athaults, 
( as the Deſerters give account ) above 
3000. Men, among which were many 
Officers of Note.; the firſt Atracs 
they. made was with 4900, the ſecond 
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with 6000, and this laft with 700 
By Deſerters, that lately Arriv'dinthe 
Town, we underſtood that the Fred 
Army were increaſed to a vaſt 

there being the chief Force and Flower 
of France, as likewiſe moſt of tht By- 
lifh Gentlemen and Officers, who were 
Retainers on the late King James ; that 
the French were judged to be in the 
whole, that is, in the Trenches belgre 
the Place, in their Camp, and'upa 
the Lines in Flanders, about 85 Bat- 
ralions, and 200 Jon - that is 


about One hundred thouſand Men, of Þ 


which there was already. killed, Sick 
and Wounded about twelve thouſand: 
That the Marquis de Bonfier's Heads 
Quarters were at rhe Abby of Se. Der 
is ; and thoſe of the Marthal de Lux 
enburg, the fame he had ig the yea 
1678, when the Prince of Orange obs 
liged him to quit the Bloccus of Mom: 
That the great Officers of the Frend 
Army, were mightily ſurpriz'd af ths 
Vigorous Defence miade' .by the, Bt 
fieged ; for that, when they flrſ k 
down before it, rhey expeCted to hait 
carried the Place in few days: Thatbx 
ſides Bouflers and Luxenburg, there 

was 
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vere 


at 


wy in the Camp the Marſhal 4 Du. 
iu, and a Fevillade, who Command- 
od as Generals; and under them Com- 


Marquis ae Foyeuſe, the Sietr du Ru- 
liutel, the Duke de Yendefme, and 
the Sieur Roſe, as Lieutenant-Generals ; 


—_ 


manded the Prince de S1ahize, the. 
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arid the Marquis de Pzlars, the Mars 
quis de Congis , 'the Duke de Boierbon, 
the Prince de Conti p the Duke de 
Maine ,, the Grand-Prior of France, 
arid the Count de Mont Chevrevil, as 
Marthals de Camp. . 


DD — 


A's Britanick Majeſty, having re- 


Expreſs from the Marquis de Caſtanaga, 
That on the 1 5h paſt,the City of Mans 


prepared for his ſpeedy Return to the 
Hague 7; and in the mean time. gave 
Others for the drawing together, with 
all poſſible diligence, the Troops of 
Holland, Brandenburgh, Liege, &c. and 


that they ſhould March dire&ly to the 


tghbourhood of Bruſſels. On the 
it the Zagae : Prince Waldeck waited 
on His Majeſty that Night ; and having 
teceiv'd His Orders, went the nexr day 
to-Bruſſe/s. On the 26th ,the King left 
the ZZague, taking his Journey to Hans 
ders, by the way of Breda: The Duke 
of Zell followed His Majeſty on the 
27th, accompanied with the Baron de 
Chanvet, of the Lunenburg Forces, His 
Majeſty, before His departure from 
the Z7ague, declared the Count de Solms 
General of the Foot ; the Earl of Port- 
land, Monſieur Overkirk, Monſicur Op- 


daw, and Monſicur Zul:Rtine, Monſieur 
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ceiv'd an Account at Loo, by an_ 


21f, in the Evening, the-King Arriv'd 


Holfoppel, Count Tilly, and Monſietr- 


' Itterſum, Major Generals of the Horle ; 


and Count Halraet of Naſſau, Monſieur 


\ £0bX, Mortfteur du Tel, and Count 
was Inveſted by the French Cavalry, 


Noyelles, Mgjur Generals of Foot. On 
the. 267h, in 11- Lyenng,. the King 
Arrivdat B#e//:, irliets he was recew'd 
with all potlitle comonitrations of Joy 
& Reſyedt: His Myjo{ſty continned there 
rill Sunday-Morning ; at. which time 
Ml: ſet foward for Yilvord; in his way 
to Z71ll, in order to put himfelt at the ©* 
Head of the Confederate-Army, that 
was Ren.lezvouzing there; which Place 
is about ſix Fnz/ifh Miles from Bruſſels, 
in the Road to Moms. On Saturdaythe 
firſt of Apr, the King ſet forward for 
Vilvoord, and Arrived there late that 
Night. On MurdayHis Majeſty view-- 
ed, and on Taeſday Muſtered His Army, 
and Encamped in the Neighbourhood 
of Bruſſels. "On Wedazeſday the Army 
Marched to #/all, where rhey expect-- 
ed the coming up of the Troops that* 
had not joyned them, as well as part 
of the Artillery. On 7hur/day the 6th, , 
about Three in the Afternoon, at which 
C2 me. 


tame, all the Troops and Artillery were 
not come' up; but the King viewed 
then 30000 Foot, and 150200; Horſe: 
The Train of Artillery is compoſed of 
71 Picces of Cannon, and.14Mortars. 
This Evening the Scotch Regiments, of 
Infantry, and the Spaniſh Cavalry, Ar- 
rivd in our Camp, to the Number of 
about 7000. Men...  Great.numbers of 
. Switeers daily Deſert, and come into 


our Camp from the French Army they 


give an Account of the hard Treatment 
they have-receiv'd an this Siege, from 


( ua ) 


the French King ; 'That they were al. 
ways forc'd on the moſt deſperate At. 


tacks, and yet refuſed the Exerciſe of | 
their Rage: They likewiſe tell ws, | 


that 2 molt Malignant Flux raged much 
in the French Camp, great number gf 
Waggons,, with Sick and Wounded 
Men, going daily from the Frew. 
Camp to. the .adjagent Towns ; an 
likewite, That the French had lof 
many of \their beſt Officers and En- 
gincers in the Siege. 
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BY Deſertcrs that lately. come, into 
the Town, from the French-Camp, 
we reccivd an Account, That the Sicur 
Megrim, a Famous Engineer; having 
been Wounded in both his Arms, rhe 
French King had given Orders for, his 
immediate carrying to- 7ournay,. and 
given directions tor forne of his. own 
Chyrurgeons to take care of him : That 
the King had forbid all rhe great Offi- 
cers' of the, Army to quit their Poſts ; 
not tcing, without Ins Fears, that he 
ſhould be- Attack'd by 'the King -of 
Great Britain : He likewiſe Command- 
ed the Duke de Chartres, not to go into 
the Trenches without his Order: That 
on the 1 $/h ſome of our Deſerters caine' 
uo. the Frexch-Camp ; who aſſured 
them, That, we had abundance of all, 
things in the City ; and that every, 


i » ” : 4- z* [ ; un 7 © # od q 
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Marſhes; and that we'y&6 daily in 
expectation of Succaurs : on hich 


they, ordered the Marſhes to be mare 


narrowly Guarded ; and that they ; 


would make their utmoſt Efforts, for 


the more ſpecdy carrying the Place; . 


that the Duke de Maine, and the Grand 
Prior of- France, ' were” killed 'in' the 
Trenches ; and that the Marquis. 4: 
Boufſlers, and the Duke de Yendefme, 
were dangerouſly Wounged : . That in 
the ſeveral Attacks rhey/ made on the 
Half-Moon of tlic Horn-Work, , they 
had'loſt abave 6000 Men. * We cat- 
not ſufficiently expreſs the Courage of 
the Beficged ; rhe Parents could fearce 
keep their Children, the Wives rhar 
Husbands, and thoſe of the/molt Weak 
thy of the Tnhabitanrs, from running 
into the greateſt dangers, through 
Fire and Power.. And as the Garnion 

Is | cone" 
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conſiſted of divers Nations, they ſtrove 
with a kind of Emulation, every one 


his Country. 

Laſt Saturday Night, the. Enemy 
made a great Aſſault upon that part 
of the Counterſcarp, that lies between 
the Horn-work, and the Two Half 
Moons, but were beat back with very 
great loſs ; having beſides 2000 pri- 
vate Sentinels and Subalteran Officers, 
Fifteen Captains Killed, out of Twen- 
ty that Commanded the Party ; but 
the” Town having ſo bravely repulſed 
the Enemy in ſo many Attacks, and 
particularly 'on Satwrday the 7th, at 
Night ; the next day being Sunday, they 
made another Attack, more furious 


than the reſt; and, after ſome hours 
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to _ himſelf for the Honour of 


Diſpute, with a great Slaughter to the 
French, they carried the Fort ; the 
Taking of which being of ſo great 
Importance, rendring their Approaches 
and Acceſs to the Town very eaſie : 
That the next Morning, being the 
gth, rhe Burghers, being animated by 
the Clergy, without the Governors or 
Garriſons knowledge or conſent, cauſed 
a White-Flag to be hung out ( topre- 
vent the Effects of the Enemies intended 
Storm) and a Ceſſation of Arms being 
on, and Hoſtages exchanged on 
both ſides, the Articles of Capitulation. 
were Signed about Two in the Af- 
ternoon ; whereas before that, the 
French Army was ready to draw off, 
diſpairing of Taking it by Force. 
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N Impartial Relation of all the Tranſations between the Army of the Con» 
{ \ federates, and That of the French King, in their Laſt Summers Campaign 
in Flanders: With a more particular ReſpetF to the Battle of Fleury. The Cha- 
ratter of the Generals, and the Reaſons of that moſt unhappy Miſcarriage. With 
a Lift of the Great Officers Slain. Alſo, Obſervations on the late GrandConſultations 
at the Hague ; and the New Meaſures that are taken, for the Opening the enſuing 
Campaign, compared with Thoſe of the Laſt. To which are added, Brief In 


/traitions and Encouragement to thoſe Engliſh Gentlemen, that are goi 
mn the approaching Campaign : Alſo, 4 ſhort Deſcription of the Spani 


to Serve 
Nether- 


lands. By W. Sawle, Chaplain to One of Their Majeſties Regiments in Flanders. 
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